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9 Reasons 
Men Solicit

And How to Reduce the Demand

By Christopher Stollar

About me

• Board member of She Has A Name

• Speaker at a John School in Ohio 

• Author of The Black Lens novel

• Pastor at Veritas Community 
Church

About She Has A 
Name

She Has A Name is a strong community 
of abolitionists that exists to fight human 

trafficking through education, 
collaboration and survivor care
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What we 
do

2017 impact

The Demand
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Why discuss demand?

• Human trafficking is a business with both a supply 
and a demand

• Most of that demand is coming from men who 
struggle with multiple, complex issues

• We will never end human trafficking until we 
reduce the demand that’s driving it in the first place

Human 
trafficking is 

an 
international 

business

Human 
trafficking 
is a local 
business
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Profile of a buyer

• 42.5 average age

• 15% less likely to be married

• 18.9% of the buyers’ professions 

involved working with children, including 
teachers

• 21.6% involved a position of authority 

or trust, including law enforcement

The Reasons

5 main categories of 
reasons

1. Sex with intimacy 

2. Sex without intimacy 

3. Variety 

4. Thrills

5. Pathology
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9 specific reasons men solicit, 
according to a John School

• 850+ men have 
completed the John 
School since 2005

• 400+ men have 
filled out surveys

• 43 is the average 
age of the John 
School men

• 36 is the average 
age they first 
solicited

• 23 questions are in 
each survey

Ethnicity

Marital status
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Relationship status

Emotional and sexual health

Which of the following factors influenced 
your decision to seek sex from a prostitute?

28%

17%

14%

9%

8%

8%

7%

6%

3%

•It is a way to have sex without the responsibilities of a relationship •It is an easy way to access sex

•It is exciting and thrilling to approach a prostitute •I feel that most women find me unattractive

•To engage in sex acts that a traditional partner won't do •My current relationship is not satisfying to me

•I like to have a variety of partners •I have difficulty meeting women

•I prefer prostitution to a traditional relationship
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In your own words, why did you first seek 

to engage in activities with a prostitute?

24%

15%

14%

13%

11%

8%

5%

5%
5%

Loneliness Curiosity Lack of sex/intimacy/companionship Something new/different Boredom Fun Excitement Depression Thrill

A note on 
porn

The Strategies



10/9/2018

8

12 strategies 
for reducing 
the demand

Reverse stings

The reverse sting 
has been used in 
over 1,350 cities 
and counties; it 
usually involves 

undercover female 
officers who pose as 

solicitors

Web stings

Web-based reverse 
stings involve 
police posting 

online decoy ads; 
these have been 

used in 725 cities 
and counties in the 

U.S. since 1995
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Shaming

At least 75% of 
the 1,350+ cities 
and counties that 
have conducted 
reverse stings 

have publicized 
offender 

identities to 
publicly “shame” 

them

Auto seizures

Over 180 cities and 
counties that have 
arrested sex buyers 

have seized their 
vehicles and fined 
them up to $2,000

John schools

John schools are 
educational 
programs for 

solicitors; they are 
currently located 

in over 70 cities in 
the U.S. and serve 
over 120 cities and 

counties



10/9/2018

10

SOAP orders

SOAP orders have 
been used for sex 

buyers in at 
least 95 cities and 

counties, 
restricting arrested 

sex buyers from 
visiting 

prostitution areas

Community service

Over 85 cities and 
counties have 

ordered solicitors 
to perform up to 

100 hours of 
community service

License suspension

Just 24 
communities have 
suspended licenses 
of those who used 

their vehicle to 
solicit sex
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Neighborhood action

More than 160
cities and counties 
have engaged in 

some form of 
neighborhood-led 

action, such as 
citizen patrols

Cameras

Surveillance 
cameras have been 
used in at least 110 
cities and counties 

to discourage 
potential sex 

buyers

Public education

At least 70 cities 
and counties have 

launched some 
form of public 

education effort, 
such as teaching 
young boys about 

demand issues
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Letters

More than 60 cities 
and counties have 

mailed “Dear John” 
letters to men 

arrested in reverse 
stings or seen in 

prostitution areas

Our Solution

We seek to address 
root issues that drive 

men to solicit with 
the help of:

• John School teachers

• Licensed counselors

• Support groups

• Church ministries
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How YOU can 
help reduce the 

demand

• Get help if you are personally struggling

• Learn more by attending a Human 
Trafficking 101 class in your area

• Support demand reduction groups

• Attend a local John School

• Volunteer with street outreach programs

• Mentor other men

• Start a demand reduction action team

Change is possible 

Change is possible
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Change is possible

Change is possible

“I wish more than anything I could 
take back my mistake, but in a 
strange way it's made me a better 
person. I now know I can move 
forward and raise awareness with 
dreams of ending this horrible 
issue.” 

—Ryan, John School graduate


