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Nigeria

- Population: 178.5 million

- GDP per capita (in US dollars): 3,z

- Federal regime

- Human development index (HDI): 0.514 (" rank among 187 countrie

- Gender inequality inde¢Gll): NA

- Corruption Percemns Index (CPI): Score of 26 on a scale from i@Kly corrupt) to 10(
(very clean)

- Member of the African Union since 19

- No official national statistics on prostituti

- In Nigeria, 50,000 young women between 9 and 17#syed# age are victimsf sex-
trafficking. Over 50,000 undocumented immigrant &tign girls engage in prostitution
Europe and Asia (10,000 in Italy). At least 20,00@erian women are victims of exploitati
in Mali (Fondation ScellesProstitution by countr. There is an gimated male prostitu
population of 865 in Lagos, 642 in Kano, and 358ant Harcour

- Prohibitionist regime. Prostitution is illegal, a&ll as all forms of organization (procurir
prostitution establishments) and incentive (incentconstrain. The purchase of sext
services is not punished. The 2003 Trafficking ierddns Law Enforcement a
Administration Act, amended in March 2015, condernafficking for sexual purposes wi
minimum 5 years’ imprisonment (7 years when theimids a min«a) and 5,470 US$ (5,0t
€) fine.

- 30 convictions for human trafficking in 2014, agaid2 in 2013U.S. Department of Stz
2014). Sentences involving Nigerian sex traffickiregl been pronounced in all the region
the world where they are acti

- A third of the prostituted population could be F-positive. The AntiGay Bill, passed ii
November 2011, condemns homosexuality up to 14sy@aprisonment, which makes me
prostitutes more precarious

- Boko Haram plays a major role in Northern Nige abducting women and girls for tl
purpose of sex slavery. In April 2014, 276 schatdgivere abducted in Chibok. This rais
international mobilization around the #Bring back girls campaigt
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- Significant domestic trafficking. The victims awéen from rural areas and are prostituted in
brothels in major cities, especially in Lagos anth BState.

- Origin, transit, and destination country for sefficking.

- Victims are sent to Western Europe (especialyyjtBelgium and Netherlands), the Gulf
countries, the neighboring Western African coustijespecially Mali), Malaysia, Morocco,
Libya and Turkey.

According to the 2014 U.S. Department of State Repa Trafficking in Persons,
Nigeria is a origin, transit, and destination coyribr human trafficking with the purpose of
sexual exploitation. International destinationslude Italy (60-80% of girls trafficked
abroad), the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, ¢garGermany, Ireland, Malaysia,
Norway, Saudi Arabia, UK (Scotland in particulaBlpvakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, as well as the Middle East and Central ARaview of European Studje2014).
Belgium and the Netherlands are experiencing amrgpsin arrivals of Nigerian victims of
sex trafficking. National and regional destinatianslude Lagos, Port Harcourt, Libya, Mali,
Morocco, and the “AIDS corridor” that spans themibducing areas of Nigeria, Cameroon,
and Chad.

Although the Nigerian economy has seen high ecooawth rates, at 5.4% GDP
growth in 2013, the entire population has not eagbyhe benefits of this growth. The vast
majority of foreign direct investment, mostly byarisnational corporations, is in primary
commodity production and mineral-extracting indiestr This commodity-driven economic
growth doesn’t create jobs, meaning that the forseakor is creating a larger gap between
capital owners and individuals who can no longad fsteady employment. Unemployment
and job insecurity have increased while real wagese deteriorated, especially among the
poorest income group. Nigeria’s Structural AdjustinBrogram has arguably worsened this
trend due to a significant decrease in public b&)eémployment embargos, currency
devaluation, and the preference for a “corporategeld@ment model” that suppresses
workers’ rights Third World Quarterly 2013). Additionally, the Nigerian government
provides no compensation to unemployed personsinfipmany to accept precarious poverty
jobs in the increasingly large informal sector. Goencial sexual exploitation and other forms
of trafficking play a major role in the informal mk&t. The majority of brothel-based female
prostitutes in Kaduna Metropolis are literate (80&hior high school have finished at least),
meaning that they are employable but cannot firtrojobs Research on Humanities and
Social Sciences2013). A prostituted man explained that the gorent does not offer a
conductive environment for him and others to thiagegraduates. While these studies do not
represent the entire demographic of prostitutecsqres in Nigeria, they show that many
educated people have not been sheltered from thenegee of sexual exploitation.

On an individual level, the main motive of a persaccepting an offer from a sex
trafficker is better financial opportunities foretinself or her/his family. With an adult literacy
rate of 51.1% and a female adult literacy ratelofi% in 2008 according to the World Bank,
low literacy, high unemployment, gender inequalépd poor living standards leave people
with few choices. This literacy gap is illustratiseprevailing gender inequality: women have
less access to education and economic opportunfigsough little stigma exists against
divorced men, divorced women are urged to remavityy one of the few alternative options
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being prostitution, especially in cases where thenan in question must care for her children
(Transition 2014). In the case of child trafficking, many fées consent out of financial
necessity, and are ignorant to the harsh reahtiesting the trafficked girl.

The increase in commercial sex migration from Nméo parts of Europe has actually
lessened the impact of unemployment. Remittances fcommercial sex migrants have
helped their families escape poverty, and conteithud the larger goal of alleviating extreme
poverty in Nigeria Journal of International Women’s Studiekly 2013). It is important to
note, however, that prostituted persons are netdgents; they are stuck in a stratified social
system where their only hope to escape povertyr@igh prostitution.

Sex Trafficking Networks

The relatively small risk in human trafficking faexual exploitation makes it more
attractive than illegal drug or arms trafficking.rganized crime with both local and
international networks often recruit young womerthwpromises of material benefits and
travel. According to a study of prosecution files @iminal Nigerian syndicates in Belgium,
Nigerian sex traffickers generally have no longresision and no intention to create legal
structures to hide their activities, which is mutiore common among eastern European
networks [nternational Journal of Criminology and Sociolgg2013). Defendants were
mostly Nigerian between the ages of 30 and 40 arehch case a Madam played a key role.
Nine of the files had ten or more defendants, meathere are criminal organizations at work
in Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy, and Germanye3émafia-like organizations and cartels
with well-connected networks are difficult and §sko infiltrate. They usually operate
internationally through corruption while remaining contact with their pyramid structural
network in Nigeria. These networks primarily traffivomen for the purpose of prostitution,
but also take part in smuggling and forced marsa@®ercion methods include debt bondage
(typically ranging from 25,000 US$ to 50,000 US#3/100 € to 46,195 €), physical violence,
voodoo spells, confiscation of travel documents #m&l threat of reprisal attacks against
family in Nigeria. Consequently, victims usuallfuge to testify against traffickers in court.

In the case of child trafficking, traffickers coerboys and girls into trades that do not
exist in order to be exploited for prostitution anther forms of trafficking. Traffickers
frequently fake advantage of the extended famitesy - including aunts, uncles, and distant
cousins - to reach victims. In the past, childregravengaged in domestic services through
direct agreement between the child’'s parents aedethployers, sometimes including an
arrangement to receive an education or vocatiaaahihg. This connection to the child’'s
parents has been eroded as middlemen increasirmtyne children from poor rural families
to work in urban households, but many of them hemtsold into prostitution without ever
reaching their promised household.

When the main objective is sexual exploitation, thates traffickers commonly take
travel through the West Coast of Nigeria, Mali, Moro, and then by boat to Spain; or
through the West Coast of Nigeria, Libya, and Sa&urdbia. 90% of traffickers travel by road
across the Sahara Desert; others through airpse@ports, and scrublandRefview of
European Studies2014). Victims travel together accompanied by stantly changing
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traffickers, and are subjected to rape while tiagefrom Nigeria to Cotonou, Ghana, Mali,
and Morocco. If they fall ill they are abandonedreg the way.

The increasing power of non-state actors, includnadficking networks and terrorist
organizations, reduces the state’s capacity to ebrsbx trafficking Falola, 2013). The
terrorist organization Boko Haram, although notuled primarily on sex trafficking, has
played a major role in northern Nigeria. They habelucted women and girls in northern
Nigeria, some destined for sex slavery throughddrmarriages to its militants. Due to the
nature of their terrorist organization, little d&teist on their precise role in human trafficking
and prostitution, but it is clear that they arearhating gender inequality under the guise of
Islam and Sharia Law.

Madams, intermediaries of Nigerian origin, haveselgontrol over the victims. Usually a
former prostituted person who has bought her hbheshe is the leader of the prostituted
women and keeps order within the rooms and betwbents and women. Her involvement
allows businessmen to stay further from the crimawivity. The success of Madams also
attracts victims to sex trafficking. Madams havedme an integral part of the network by
recruiting and training girls, and in exchange tloéen become wealthy and move home,
where they have enough money to build one or skketeses.

Conditions of prostituted Nigerians

There are over 50,000 undocumented immigrant Nagegirls engaged in prostitution in
Europe and Asia, with about 10,000 Nigerian protd girls in Italy alone Journal of
International Women’s Studieguly 2013). Approximately 92% of Nigerians traked to
Europe for the purpose of sexual exploitation amenfEdo State, mostly from the population
group known a8inis, from Benin City [nternational Journal of Criminology and Sociolqgy
2013). In most countries where Nigerian girls aleeh, they cannot access medical care, are
subject to risky sexual behavior and forced to hessewith sometimes as many as 30 men a
day Review of European Studje®014). This trafficking within and from Nigeri@dds to
loss of lives, increased prevalence of STDs and/NIDS, increased violence, poor national
image, massive deportation of Nigerian women, anthé case of child victims, an increased
school dropout rate and impaired child developm¥oung girls and women trafficked to
foreign countries often send remittances, and eea as economic liberators for their families
and communities at home.

Brothel-based commercial sexual exploitation isneededged as a booming business in
North and Central Nigeria, and Edo State, in thatlsois considered Nigeria’s hub for sex
trafficking (Global Journal of Human Social Scien@913). Nigerian brothels have a strict
hierarchical structure, with the owners rarely appg since they function through managers
and Madams. Prices vary according to specific $@rs rules, the level of involvement and
engagement, cultural norms and values and the t'slisocio-economic affluence. The
prevalence of this activity does not however insee@ocietal acceptance of prostituted
individuals, who are often disowned and rejectedheyr relatives and friends.

Additionally, prostituted individuals in Nigeria ervulnerable to being used for
moneymaking rituals, referred to as “blood monelhkse rituals require body parts, which
are taken to witch doctors, traditional medicin@gbitioners, and juju priests. To create
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instant wealth, ritual murderers use sacrificetgehital hair, sex organs, semen, vaginal fluid
and breast tissue, among otherGulture, Health & Sexuality: An International Jowinfor
Research, Intervention and Car2013). Similarly, some victims have been forceditk
wounds of certain clients because the latter haen lbed to believe it will bring them wealth.
Clients who abuse others for ritual practices dtenoolder men who are ready to pay large
and suspicious amounts of money for sex, and ysthadl prostituted person dies within days
following the activity.

Because prostitution is legal in many nearby coesyrraffickers bring Nigerians to or
through these countries where they are able toatgpenore easily. Nigerian authorities
cannot persecute international networks that spaset countries due to the legality of their
operations in some of these countries. Traffickeiag girls to Mali under the pretext of
taking them to Europe, but instead abandon victimm$rothel owners after crossing the
porous international border. These traffickers desinas much as 10,000 US$ (9,239 €) from
victims for transportation costs. Because prostituts legal in Mali, the brothels are usually
secure and can contain as many as 1,000 Nigeriln Yictims are denied outside contact
until they pay their debts, and there is little mt&afor escape. Some die and are buried within
the brothels’ premisesReview of European Studje2014). Prostitution is also legal in
neighboring Benin and Burkina Faso, so traffickames more secure as soon as they cross into
these countries.

Young girls trafficked to Europe for the purposeseikual exploitation are forced into
unwanted sexual activity, and then abandoned whey &re no longer profitable or if they
become too hostile. In Belgian prosecution caseNigérian trafficking networks, 26 of 27
involved female victims of sex work, ten of whiatvolved minors Ifternational Journal of
Criminology and Sociology013). Most cases involved around ten Nigeriatimis.

Men and same-sex relations

After the Nigerian government passed the Anti-GdlyiBto law in November 2011, the
Nigerian Criminal Code Act and Sharia Penal Code Naorthern Nigeria condemn
homosexual activities with fourteen years imprisenin Regardless, there is an estimated
prostituted male population of 865 in Lagos, 64Xamo, and 358 in Port Harcourt, and a
large proportion of gay men report either sellingporchasing sex from other men. According
to a survey conducted among English-speaking uprastituted men in Nigeria, having a
friend as a prostituted male was imperative to dpaitroduced to the industryC(lture,
Health & Sexuality: An International Journal for &&arch, Intervention and Car2013).

Prostituted men face abuse from clients, policd, @her members of society and cannot
seek justice. They face discrimination, especiallyhe realm of healthcare, where they are
often refused services. As a result they resosetbmedication or visiting traditional healers
who don’t discriminate. Some report being forcech&ve unprotected sex with policemen,
who refuse to pay the agreed-upon price after sexi threaten to expose them. All
respondents have learned to avoid policemen beazfufe threat of extortion, blackmail,
and arbitrary arrest. Many men are unable to natgotiondom use because of their economic
dependency on clients, which puts them at risk wfther exploitation and increases
HIV/AIDS susceptibility. Victims surveyed also raped threats, physical abuse,
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powerlessness and insecurity. Cross-generatioxaivas commonly reported. The client’s
coercive power is increased when the meet-up tplee® in a client's home, which happens
often due to the illegality of both same-sex atyihand prostitution. A 22-year-old victim
recounted being forced to have unprotected sex gheat's home because he didn't have
transport fare, and later tested positive for HINJ&. Much like in other cases of
prostitution, the prevailing opinion among cliergghat they had paid for these men’s bodies
so they could do whatever they wanted with them.

Government Efforts, Rates of Success, and Recommendations

The Nigerian government is making significant e§aio eliminate trafficking, but does
not currently comply with global minimum standardscording to the 2014 Trafficking in
Persons Report. Sex work is criminalized in theedan Criminal Code under the Trafficking
in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Adstmation Act of 2003. It prescribes
penalties of ten to fifteen years of imprisonmentine equivalent to 1,250 US$ (1,150 €)
(U.S. Department of Stat€013), or a combination of the two. In the ca$dimes, both
Nigerian officials and the international communiglieve the law does not go far enough. A
bill passed by Senate in March 2014 creates spigmalties, the minimum including 5 years’
imprisonment and a fine equivalent to 500 US$ (8p#Premium TimesMarch 14", 2014).
While this act is a step forward, legislation neéolggive prosecutors more authority and
further restrict judges’ ability to substitute fsxdor sentences. Additionally, despite the
comprehensive protection that the Child Rights 8003 is supposed to provide, many
children are trafficked for the purpose of sexudileitation due to the weak enforcement of
the law coupled with lack of prevailing knowledd®at child trafficking is a violation of
human rights.

The government should continue aggressively pugstiafficking investigations and
ensuring adequate sentencing of convicted traffsckas well as continuing their training
programs on identifying trafficking victims for poé and immigration officials. It needs to
increase investigations of corrupt government @ffeccomplicit in trafficking offenses and
better involve traditional leaders and membershaf public in the fight to eradicate sex
trafficking. This task is not easy, as governmenti-tafficking campaigners travel with
armed police escorts due to hostility from both veonand men, but involving opinion leaders
in the process will advance their goals.

Nigeria has a cooperation agreement to fight dnétficking with the Republic of Benin,
and has discussed new bilateral agreements witbrNigd Cameroon. The government has
also assisted in trafficking investigations invalyiNigerians in Ivory Coast, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Finland, France, Germany, the Netherladisway, Taiwan, and the United
Kingdom @remium TimesMarch 19, 2014). However, cooperation does not go far ehpug
as is evident in a study on Belgian trials compédaby the inability to prosecute certain
accomplices remaining in Nigeria, and thereforesiolet of jurisdiction. Additionally, the
government has not implemented a formal procedufadilitate the return and reintegration
of Nigerian victims, depriving many of affordablenda adequate care upon their return
(International Journal of Criminology and Sociolo@013).
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The National Agency for Prohibition of Traffic ineBsons and Other related Matters
(NAPTIP) has made huge strides against traffickingNigeria, but still faces major
challenges. Insufficient budgetary allocations met its ability to fight human trafficking
and provide victim rehabilitation. Inadequate stats on trafficked persons make research
and planning difficult. NAPTIP specifically recomnuas aggressive campaigns, adding
information of the dangers of trafficking to schamlrriculum, fighting gender inequality,
international cooperation in persecution, increasbdrder security, poverty and
unemployment alleviation programs, and increasidgNIP capacity, which would increase
prevention and rehabilitation capabilitidsn(iforom October 2014).

Its shelter capacity, which houses and providestegration services on a short-term
basis, increased to 313 victims in 2014. In Jul$2NAPTIP and the Nigerian Educational
Research and Development Council (NERDC) signed esmdandum of understanding
(MOU) to add anti-trafficking curriculum to primargnd secondary schools, which will
increase awareness and prevention effod&sSTIP Press Releasduly 24", 2014).

Due to prostituted persons’ economic dependency clents, recent government
educational campaigns to decrease the spread o AHD® have had little success. As many
as one third of prostituted person in Nigeria asgneated to be HIV positiveRgsearch on
Humanities and Social Scien¢@913). High HIV/AIDS prevalence in the regioraigributed
to structural factors such as poverty, prostitutmmncurrent sex partnerships, and migration.
A study conducted in Asaba, Port Harcourt, and ldyiked at brothel based, street based,
and nightclub based female prostituted personsanegion. It found that 90% of respondents
used condoms with clients, but that about half wdag willing sex without a condom if the
client paid more. Only 10% of respondents reporedillingness to quit their activity
because of the high risk of HIV/AIDRésearch on Humanities and Social Scien243).
Although misconceptions do exist among prostitytedple on the mode of transmission of
HIV/AIDS, the largest inhibitor to decreasing HIMIAS prevalence is poverty, which not
only forces people into prostitution as a survitaaltic, but also forces them to comply with
client wishes despite future consequences for tek@s and society as a whole.

Various campaigns in the Nigerian media aim to ease HIV/AIDS awareness and
condom use. They aim to lower HIV/AIDS prevalenoesociety through education about
transmission and safe behaviors to avoid the dise@idficials have argued that these
campaigns should be restructured to better targengy people, for instance by using social
media. But hese campaigns do not change the afotemed structural issues that force
people into prostitution, and prostituted persdilsengage in high-risk activity because their
economic survival depends on it.

The most significant way to reduce prostitution aed trafficking in Nigeria would be
through poverty reduction plans. The governmenttrotsate an environment that provides
employment opportunities for poor Nigerians. Addiilly the tradition of rich households
employing children to work as housemaids shouldliseouraged, as it allows traffickers to
manipulate poor families with the promise of thipd of employment. Legislation with more
enforceable and severe penalties against sexciiaifj and its patronage would also combat
this phenomenon.
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